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Th® former Chief Counsel and Staff Director of the United 
States House of Representatives Committee on. Assassinations. 

'G, -Robert Blakey, informed the Criminal Division on August 27, 
1979, that a “consortium" was offering to sell "original 
John F. Kennedy autopsy photographs to the national Broad- 
casting corporation (NBC) and to the America® Broadcasting 
Corporation (ABC) . Mr. Blakey indicated that representatives 
of HBC and ABC had contacted hi® in late August to advise hi® 
a" tbs “consortium's® offer, ^fhe television networs repre- 
sentatives further informed Blakey that the "consortium 0 > «as < 
seeking $100,000 for those photographs and that it was claiming 
that three of the pictures displayed evidence of tampering. 

*.~ 3 V,. that the vendor of the .-p hotogra phs 



Sha Federal Bureau of Investigation was requested to 
initiate an inquiry into the allegation* of Mr. Blakey. The 
Bureau was also instructed to investigate Committee handling 
of the autopsy photograph* to determine: 1) whether any 

original autopsy photograph* are missing? 2) whether authorised 
copies of the original autopsy photographs are missing? 

3) whether unauthorized copies of the original photographs 
could have been made without the knowledge of the Committee? 
and 4! whether all of the private consultants who haa 
to autopsy photographs were contractually barrec fro® creating 

ThaJJLJBa-iagtrnctad not to inter- 

view 

The FBI investigation revealed that: . D all original^ 
autoosy photographs remain in the possession of the Hat onal 
Archives? 2) all authorized copies of autopsy, photos ««« 
returned to the Committee? 3) numerous opportunities existed 
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fox Coamitt*« staff members and other d*,-.™.. t , 

private consultants, to saka unauthori^d - 

copiaa of t he Comoittee*. auttorizto~ ^^^aeratioa 0 ) 
autopsy photograph copi.„ ^ J, “ 
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should be to deierrsin® whether aav ** * proposs ^ interview 

iadicatG that tampering with j »* . eCC ® actaai1 ^ ****** to 

evidence, original phSographs ’or of f Photographic 
a secondary goal should he to disced. \ occar «< 5 ’ 

ansuttorissd photograoha and to -o cc^~~a^J^ aW "^ GaXS of 
ar® actually Government property/ “ 7 photo ^- a Phs which 

you are aware, aa elea act of » th^-p* „ 
property charge in this matter will be ttof thf ^"5“°?* 
stole or embezzled the photographs or that t-h^ ~s lane ante 
possess^ the* »ith taowl^gi oflL^f, ? , * Y =onv '' £t <*S =r 
rtatuo. Though tt i.SIlSS!. L2 °\ «tbortl«S 
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show their knowledg* of the fact that *->,_ K „ t difficult to 

Additionally, the Oepartoenf. (a.^.WpSh 7f% „ 
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